
Glass, Tile or Stone: Which Splashback Is 
Right for Your Kitchen? 
A kitchen splashback does more than protect your walls from food splashes, grease and 
moisture. It can also become one of the main design features in your kitchen. 

With so many materials available, choosing the right option can feel difficult. Glass, tiles and 
stone each offer different benefits. The right choice depends on your kitchen style, budget, 
cleaning needs and how you use the space. 

If you are planning a kitchen renovation, understanding these options can help you make a 
confident decision. This guide compares the most popular materials and explains what to 
consider before choosing kitchen splashbacks Sydney homeowners can enjoy for years. 

Why Does Your Splashback Choice Matter? 
The splashback sits in one of the busiest areas of your home. It needs to handle heat, moisture, 
cooking splashes and regular cleaning. 

At the same time, it sits at eye level, so its appearance can have a big impact on the overall 
kitchen. 

A good splashback should offer a balance between: 

●​ Style 
●​ Durability 
●​ Easy cleaning 
●​ Maintenance 
●​ Budget 
●​ Practicality 
●​ Overall kitchen design 

The best material is not necessarily the most expensive one. It is the option that suits your 
kitchen and your daily routine. 

Glass Splashbacks 
Glass splashbacks are a popular choice for modern Australian kitchens. They create a smooth, 
clean appearance and can make a kitchen feel bright and open. 



Benefits of Glass 

Glass has a seamless surface with minimal joins. This means there are fewer areas where dirt 
and grease can collect. 

It is also easy to wipe clean, which makes it useful behind cooktops and preparation areas. 

Glass can also be customised in many colours. You can choose a neutral shade for a subtle 
finish or a stronger colour to create a feature wall. 

Reflective glass can help bounce light around the room. This can be particularly useful in 
smaller kitchens. 

Things to Consider 

Glass can cost more than some basic tile options. Installation also needs to be precise because 
measurements must be accurate. 

You should also choose glass that is suitable for kitchen use, particularly in areas exposed to 
heat. 

For homeowners looking for sleek kitchen splashbacks Sydney solutions, glass can be a strong 
choice when a clean and contemporary appearance is the priority. 

Tile Splashbacks 
Tiles remain one of the most flexible splashback options. They come in countless colours, 
shapes, sizes, patterns and textures. 

This makes them suitable for almost any kitchen style. 

Benefits of Tiles 

One of the biggest advantages of tiles is choice. 

You can choose from: 

●​ Subway tiles 
●​ Porcelain tiles 
●​ Ceramic tiles 
●​ Mosaic tiles 
●​ Large-format tiles 
●​ Handmade-look tiles 
●​ Patterned tiles 
●​ Natural stone-look tiles 

https://glowmaxstoneandtiling.com.au/services/kitchen-splashbacks-sydney/


Tiles also allow you to create different layouts. A simple stacked pattern can create a modern 
look, while a herringbone or checkerboard design can add more character. 

If one tile becomes damaged, it may be possible to replace that individual tile instead of 
replacing the entire splashback. 

Things to Consider 

The main area to think about is grout. 

Grout lines can collect grease and dirt over time, particularly around cooking areas. Regular 
cleaning helps keep the splashback looking fresh. 

The number of grout lines also depends on the tile size and layout. Smaller tiles create more 
joints, while larger tiles can create a cleaner appearance. 

For homeowners searching for versatile kitchen splashbacks Sydney, tiles offer plenty of room 
to customise the final design. 

Stone Splashbacks 
Stone splashbacks can give a kitchen a premium and natural appearance. 

Natural stone options can include marble, granite and other stone materials. Engineered 
stone-look and porcelain alternatives can also provide a similar visual effect. 

Benefits of Stone 

Stone can create a strong visual connection between your benchtop and splashback. 

For example, using a similar stone pattern across both surfaces can create a continuous and 
sophisticated look. 

Large slabs can also reduce visible joins compared with smaller tiles. 

Natural variations in colour and pattern mean that every stone surface can have its own 
character. 

Things to Consider 

Natural stone can require more care than glass or many tile options. 

Some types of stone are porous and may require sealing to help protect the surface from stains 
and moisture. 



Stone can also be more expensive, particularly when using large slabs and professional 
installation. 

Before choosing natural stone, ask about cleaning, sealing and ongoing maintenance. 

Glass vs Tile vs Stone: Which Is Best? 
There is no single winner for every kitchen. 

Your choice should depend on what matters most to you. 

Choose Glass If You Want: 

●​ A smooth and modern finish 
●​ Easy cleaning 
●​ Minimal visible joins 
●​ A bright appearance 
●​ A wide choice of colours 

Glass works especially well in contemporary kitchens where you want a clean and simple 
design. 

Choose Tiles If You Want: 

●​ More design choices 
●​ Different colours and patterns 
●​ Flexible layouts 
●​ A range of price options 
●​ Easy individual tile replacement 

Tiles are a good option if you want to add personality to your kitchen without committing to one 
large surface. 

Choose Stone If You Want: 

●​ A premium appearance 
●​ Natural patterns 
●​ A strong connection with your benchtop 
●​ A luxurious kitchen finish 
●​ Large-slab designs 

Stone can work particularly well in kitchens where the splashback is intended to become a 
major design feature. 



How to Choose the Right Splashback for Your Kitchen 
Material is only one part of the decision. 

Consider Your Kitchen Style 

Think about the colours and materials already in your kitchen. 

A busy patterned splashback may not work well with heavily patterned benchtops or cabinetry. 

If your kitchen already has strong features, a simple splashback can create balance. 

Think About Cleaning 

Cooking can create grease, oil and food splashes. 

If you want a surface that is quick to wipe down, consider materials with fewer joins and smooth 
finishes. 

Glass is particularly easy to clean, while tiled splashbacks require attention to grout lines. 

Think About Your Budget 

Set your budget before selecting a material. 

Remember that the total cost may include more than the material itself. 

You may also need to consider: 

●​ Measuring 
●​ Surface preparation 
●​ Cutting 
●​ Installation 
●​ Electrical outlet cut-outs 
●​ Sealing 
●​ Finishing 

A cheaper material can become more expensive if the installation is complex. 

Consider the Size of Your Kitchen 

Large kitchens may suit large-format tiles or stone slabs because they can create a continuous 
appearance. 

Smaller kitchens can benefit from light-coloured glass or tiles that help create a sense of 
openness. 



What Splashback Trends Are Popular in 2026? 
Kitchen design is becoming warmer and more natural in 2026. 

Instead of relying only on cold whites and greys, homeowners are exploring warmer neutrals, 
earthy colours and natural-looking finishes. 

Some popular directions include: 

Warm Neutrals 

Cream, beige, taupe and soft earthy shades can make a kitchen feel more welcoming. 

Textured Finishes 

Textured tiles can add depth and interest without using bright colours. 

Large-Format Designs 

Larger tiles and slabs can reduce visual breaks and create a cleaner appearance. 

Natural Stone Looks 

Stone-inspired porcelain and other manufactured surfaces can offer natural-looking patterns 
with practical benefits. 

Full-Height Splashbacks 

Extending the splashback from the benchtop towards the ceiling can create a strong feature and 
make the kitchen feel more visually connected. 

Why Professional Installation Matters 
Even the best splashback material can look disappointing if it is poorly installed. 

Professional installation helps ensure accurate measurements, clean edges and a neat overall 
finish. 

This is particularly important around: 

●​ Power points 
●​ Windows 
●​ Rangehoods 
●​ Cabinets 



●​ Benchtops 
●​ Corners 
●​ Cooktops 

A professional installer can also help you understand the practical requirements of your selected 
material before installation begins. 

When investing in kitchen splashbacks Sydney, proper installation is an important part of 
achieving the finish you want. 

Common Splashback Mistakes to Avoid 

Choosing Only Based on Appearance 

A splashback may look beautiful but may not suit your cleaning routine or cooking habits. 

Always consider practicality alongside style. 

Ignoring Grout 

If you choose tiles, think about grout colour and maintenance before installation. 

Forgetting About Power Points 

Your splashback needs to work around electrical outlets and other fixtures. Plan these details 
before the material is ordered. 

Following Trends Too Closely 

A trendy colour may look great today but may not suit your kitchen in the future. 

Choose a style you genuinely like and can live with for years. 

Final Thoughts 
Choosing between glass, tile and stone comes down to your priorities. 

Glass offers a sleek and easy-to-clean surface. Tiles provide excellent design flexibility. Stone 
can deliver a premium and natural appearance. 

There is no universally perfect option. The best splashback is the one that suits your kitchen 
design, budget, cleaning routine and everyday needs. 



For homeowners planning kitchen splashbacks Sydney, careful material selection and 
professional installation can make a major difference to the final result. 

Glowmax Pty Ltd can help you create a kitchen splashback that balances practical performance 
with a style that suits your home. 

Ready to Upgrade Your Kitchen? 
Looking for fresh kitchen splashback ideas Sydney homeowners can use for their next 
renovation? Start by comparing glass, tile and stone based on your style, budget and 
maintenance needs. 

Once you know what works for your kitchen, speak with a professional team about your project 
and explore quality kitchen splashbacks Sydney options for a clean, durable and attractive 
finish. 

https://glowmaxstoneandtiling.com.au/contact/
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