
IB ACIO Coaching: How to Strengthen 
Weak Subjects Before the Exam 
Preparing for a competitive government exam becomes easier when you know where you are 
losing marks. Many IB ACIO aspirants spend most of their study time on subjects they already 
understand. This feels comfortable, but it may not improve the overall score enough. 

A better approach is to identify weak subjects, understand the reason behind the difficulty and 
work on them with a proper plan. This is where IB ACIO Coaching can provide structured 
guidance, regular practice and feedback. 

The Intelligence Bureau conducts recruitment for the Assistant Central Intelligence Officer 
(ACIO) posts under the Ministry of Home Affairs. The recent recruitment cycle included Tier-I 
and Tier-II stages, showing why candidates should prepare with a complete exam-focused 
approach rather than depending only on one type of practice. 

If you feel that one or two subjects are holding back your preparation, do not panic. With the 
right strategy, you can gradually turn weak areas into stronger ones. 

Why Weak Subjects Need Special Attention 
Every aspirant has different strengths. One student may be comfortable with English but 
struggle with quantitative aptitude. Another may perform well in reasoning but find general 
awareness difficult. 

Ignoring these weak areas can affect your overall preparation. 

A weak subject does not always mean that you lack ability. Sometimes the problem comes from: 

●​ Lack of basic concepts 
●​ Limited question practice 
●​ Poor time management 
●​ Fear of a particular subject 
●​ Not revising regularly 
●​ Depending only on memorisation 
●​ Not analysing mistakes 

The first step is to understand the actual problem. Once you know the reason, you can create a 
practical solution. 



Start With a Simple Subject-Wise Assessment 
Before changing your study plan, test yourself. 

Take a small set of questions from every important subject. Try to solve them without looking at 
the answers. Record your score and the time taken. 

Create three categories: 

Strong Subjects 

These are subjects where you regularly get good accuracy. Continue practising them, but do not 
spend most of your study hours here. 

Average Subjects 

You understand the basics but make mistakes in some topics. These subjects need regular 
revision and practice. 

Weak Subjects 

These are the subjects where you struggle with concepts, accuracy or speed. Give these areas 
additional attention. 

This simple assessment can make your preparation more organised. 

Find Out Why You Are Weak 
Do not simply write “Maths is weak” or “GK is weak” in your study plan. Go one step deeper. 

For example, if quantitative aptitude is difficult, identify whether the problem is percentages, 
averages, ratio, profit and loss or another topic. 

Similarly, if reasoning is difficult, find out which question types take more time. 

For English, check whether your problem is grammar, vocabulary, comprehension or sentence 
structure. 

For general awareness, check whether you struggle with static topics, current affairs or revision. 

This detailed analysis helps you study smarter. 

Build Your Basics Before Solving Difficult Questions 



One common mistake is jumping directly into difficult questions. 

If your foundation is weak, advanced questions can create confusion. Start with basic concepts 
and easy questions. Once you become comfortable, gradually increase the difficulty. 

For example, if you struggle with percentages, first understand the basic formulas and their 
practical use. Then solve simple questions. After that, move towards mixed and time-based 
questions. 

The same method works for reasoning, English and other areas. 

Use Short Study Sessions 

You do not need to study one weak subject for several hours continuously. 

Try focused sessions of 30 to 60 minutes. During this time: 

1.​ Learn one concept. 
2.​ Solve practice questions. 
3.​ Check your answers. 
4.​ Note your mistakes. 
5.​ Revise the concept again. 

Short and focused sessions can make difficult topics feel more manageable. 

Give More Time to Weak Subjects 
Your timetable should reflect your performance. 

If you are strong in English but weak in quantitative aptitude, spending equal time on both may 
not be the most useful approach. 

You can follow a simple structure: 

●​ Strong subject: regular revision 
●​ Average subject: daily practice 
●​ Weak subject: additional focused practice 

However, do not completely stop studying your strong subjects. You need to maintain your 
performance while improving your weaker areas. 

How IB ACIO Coaching Can Help 
A structured IB ACIO Coaching programme can help candidates follow a fixed preparation 
routine instead of studying randomly. 
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Coaching can provide: 

●​ Structured classes 
●​ Subject-wise guidance 
●​ Practice questions 
●​ Doubt-solving support 
●​ Mock tests 
●​ Performance analysis 
●​ Revision plans 
●​ Exam-focused study material 

The main benefit is structure. Instead of spending hours deciding what to study next, you can 
follow a planned schedule. 

Good coaching should also encourage candidates to understand their mistakes rather than 
simply complete more questions. 

Improve Weak Subjects Through Practice 
Practice is one of the most important parts of preparation. 

After learning a topic, solve questions related to it. Do not immediately move to another topic 
after watching a lecture or reading notes. 

For every practice session, maintain a simple record: 

Topic → Questions Attempted → Correct Answers → Mistakes → Reason for Mistake 

This record will help you identify repeated errors. 

Maintain a Mistake Notebook 

A mistake notebook can become a useful revision tool. 

Write down: 

●​ Questions you answered incorrectly 
●​ Concepts you forgot 
●​ Formulas you frequently miss 
●​ Vocabulary you need to revise 
●​ Topics that take too much time 

Review this notebook every few days. 

Instead of repeatedly studying everything, you can focus on the areas where you actually make 
mistakes. 



Use Mock Tests to Measure Improvement 
Mock tests are useful because they show how your preparation works under exam-like 
conditions. 

Do not take a mock test only to check your score. Analyse it afterwards. 

Ask yourself: 

●​ Which subject had the lowest accuracy? 
●​ Which topics caused the most mistakes? 
●​ Where did I spend too much time? 
●​ Which questions should I have skipped? 
●​ Did I make avoidable mistakes? 

After every test, choose two or three weak areas for improvement. 

This makes mock tests part of your preparation rather than just a score-checking exercise. 

Focus on Current Affairs Regularly 
General awareness and current affairs require consistent revision. Trying to cover everything in 
a few days can become difficult. 

Make current affairs a daily habit. 

Read reliable news sources and revise important developments regularly. Create short notes 
instead of writing lengthy paragraphs. 

You can divide your revision into areas such as: 

●​ National news 
●​ International developments 
●​ Government schemes 
●​ Economy 
●​ Science and technology 
●​ Defence and security 
●​ Important appointments 
●​ Awards and events 

Regular revision is more useful than last-minute reading. 

Do Not Ignore Your Strong Subjects 



While improving weak subjects is important, do not completely forget your strong areas. 

A candidate can lose marks in a strong subject because of overconfidence. 

Spend some time each week revising your better subjects and solving practice questions. This 
helps maintain accuracy. 

The goal is not to become perfect in one subject. The goal is to create balanced preparation 
across the exam. 

Create a Final Revision Strategy 
As the examination gets closer, your study method should change. 

During the early stage, focus on learning concepts. 

During the middle stage, focus on practice. 

During the final stage, focus more on revision, mock tests and correcting mistakes. 

Your final revision should include: 

Important Concepts 

Revise formulas, rules, facts and concepts that you frequently forget. 

Previous Mistakes 

Go through your mistake notebook and revise repeated problem areas. 

Mock Test Analysis 

Review your recent mock-test performance and work on subjects with lower accuracy. 

Short Notes 

Use concise notes for quick revision instead of starting new, lengthy study material. 

Common Mistakes to Avoid 
While working on weak subjects, avoid these common mistakes. 

Studying Only Favourite Subjects 



It is easy to study what you enjoy. But competitive exams require balanced preparation. 

Changing Resources Too Often 

Using too many books, videos and notes can create confusion. Choose reliable resources and 
follow them consistently. 

Avoiding Mock Tests 

Some students wait until they complete the entire syllabus before taking mocks. Regular testing 
can help you understand your progress earlier. 

Ignoring Mistakes 

Solving hundreds of questions will not help much if you keep repeating the same mistakes. 
Always analyse your wrong answers. 

Trying to Learn Everything at Once 

Focus on one topic at a time. Consistency is more useful than studying too much for a few days 
and then stopping. 

How to Stay Consistent 
Weak subjects can sometimes reduce confidence. Do not let one poor test result discourage 
you. 

Set small weekly targets. 

For example: 

●​ Complete two weak topics 
●​ Solve 100 practice questions 
●​ Take two mock tests 
●​ Revise your mistake notebook 
●​ Improve accuracy in one particular section 

Small improvements can build confidence over time. 

With IB ACIO Coaching, you can follow a more organised routine and receive guidance while 
working on difficult areas. However, your own consistency remains an important part of 
preparation. 

Final Thought 



Every aspirant has a different preparation journey. Having a weak subject does not mean you 
cannot improve. What matters is identifying the problem early, strengthening your basics, 
practising regularly and learning from mistakes. 

A focused IB ACIO Coaching plan can help you organise your preparation and stay 
accountable. With consistent effort, smart revision and regular mock-test analysis, you can work 
towards a more balanced preparation. 

If you are looking for structured guidance for your IB ACIO journey, Vyasa IAS can help you 
build a focused study approach. Explore practical IB ACIO preparation tips, strengthen your 
weak areas and keep working towards your examination goals with consistency. 
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