
Criminal Threats Charges Explained: A 
Pasadena Criminal Lawyer’s Guide 
Being accused of making criminal threats is a serious matter that can have lasting 
consequences on your personal and professional life. In California, criminal threats charges 
are aggressively prosecuted, and a conviction can result in significant penalties, including jail 
time, fines, and a permanent criminal record. Understanding how these charges work and 
what legal options are available is essential if you or a loved one is facing allegations. 

This guide explains the basics of criminal threats charges and highlights how a Pasadena 
Criminal Lawyer or Criminal Threats Lawyer can help protect your rights. 

What Are Criminal Threats Charges? 
Under California law, a criminal threat occurs when someone intentionally threatens to 
seriously harm or kill another person, and the threat causes the alleged victim to experience 
sustained fear for their safety or the safety of their family. 

A threat does not need to be carried out for criminal charges to be filed. In many cases, 
prosecutors focus on the words used, the context of the situation, and the impact the 
statement had on the alleged victim. 

Criminal threats can be communicated through: 

●​ Verbal statements 
●​ Text messages 
●​ Emails 
●​ Social media posts 
●​ Written notes 
●​ Phone calls 

Because modern communication methods leave digital records, many criminal threats 
investigations involve electronic evidence. 

Elements Prosecutors Must Prove 
To secure a conviction, prosecutors must generally prove several key elements beyond a 
reasonable doubt: 

1.​ The defendant willfully threatened to commit a crime resulting in death or great bodily 
injury. 

2.​ The threat was intended to be taken seriously. 
3.​ The threat was clear, immediate, and specific. 
4.​ The alleged victim reasonably feared for their safety. 

https://dcdlaw.com/criminal-defense/
https://dcdlaw.com/criminal-defense/


5.​ The fear experienced by the victim was sustained rather than momentary. 

A skilled Pasadena Criminal Lawyer carefully examines each element to identify 
weaknesses in the prosecution's case. 

Common Situations That Lead to Criminal Threats 
Allegations 
Criminal threats accusations can arise in a variety of situations, including: 

Domestic Disputes 

Arguments between spouses, partners, or family members can sometimes escalate, leading 
to statements that are later interpreted as threats. 

Workplace Conflicts 

Disagreements with coworkers, supervisors, or employees may result in allegations when 
emotions run high. 

Social Media Activity 

Posts, comments, direct messages, and online disputes have become increasingly common 
sources of criminal threats investigations. 

Neighbor and Community Disputes 

Property disagreements, noise complaints, or ongoing conflicts can sometimes trigger 
criminal accusations. 

Regardless of the circumstances, consulting a Criminal Threats Lawyer as soon as possible 
is critical. 

Potential Penalties for Criminal Threats Convictions 
Criminal threats charges may be filed as either a misdemeanor or a felony, depending on the 
facts of the case and the defendant's criminal history. 

Potential consequences include: 

●​ Jail or prison sentences 
●​ Substantial fines 
●​ Formal probation 
●​ Protective or restraining orders 
●​ Mandatory counseling programs 
●​ Difficulty obtaining employment 
●​ Damage to personal and professional reputation 



A felony conviction can have especially severe long-term consequences, making 
experienced legal representation essential. 

Common Defenses to Criminal Threats Charges 
Every case is unique, but several legal defenses may apply depending on the 
circumstances. 

Lack of Intent 

The prosecution must prove that the accused intended the statement to be understood as a 
genuine threat. Statements made in frustration, anger, or as jokes may not meet this 
requirement. 

No Sustained Fear 

If the alleged victim did not experience genuine and sustained fear, prosecutors may 
struggle to establish a necessary element of the offense. 

False Accusations 

Unfortunately, false allegations can arise during personal disputes, divorce proceedings, 
workplace conflicts, or other emotionally charged situations. 

Insufficient Evidence 

Many criminal threats cases rely heavily on witness statements. A Pasadena Criminal 
Lawyer may challenge inconsistencies, credibility issues, or the lack of corroborating 
evidence. 

Constitutional and Free Speech Issues 

Not every offensive or upsetting statement qualifies as a criminal threat. Courts often 
examine whether the speech was protected under constitutional principles. 

Why Early Legal Representation Matters 
One of the biggest mistakes people make after being accused of making criminal threats is 
waiting too long to seek legal advice. 

A Criminal Threats Lawyer can: 

●​ Review evidence before charges are filed 
●​ Communicate with investigators 
●​ Protect against self-incrimination 
●​ Identify weaknesses in the prosecution's case 
●​ Negotiate for reduced charges when appropriate 
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●​ Build a strong defense strategy 

Early intervention may significantly improve the outcome of a case. 

How a Pasadena Criminal Lawyer Can Help 
A Pasadena Criminal Lawyer understands the local court system, legal procedures, and 
strategies commonly used in criminal prosecutions. By thoroughly investigating the facts, 
analyzing evidence, interviewing witnesses, and challenging improper allegations, an 
experienced attorney can help safeguard your rights throughout the legal process. 

Whether the accusation stems from a personal dispute, workplace incident, or online 
communication, legal guidance is essential when facing criminal threats charges. 

Final Thoughts 
Criminal threats charges should never be taken lightly. Even a single statement made during 
a heated moment can lead to serious legal consequences. Understanding the law, knowing 
your rights, and obtaining qualified legal representation can make a significant difference in 
the outcome of your case. 

If you are facing allegations involving criminal threats, consulting a Pasadena Criminal 
Lawyer or experienced Criminal Threats Lawyer as early as possible can help you 
understand your options and develop a strong defense strategy. Acting quickly is often the 
first step toward protecting your future and minimizing the impact of criminal charges. 
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